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Calendar of Events
Monday, November 19
Boys Basketball @ Savanna Oaks, 4:15p
Choir Concert @ Performing Arts Center, High School, 7:00p
 
Tuesday, November 20
Volleyball Assembly, 2:00p
Homework Club, 3:20p
Minecraft Club, 3:20p
 
Wed. November 21-Friday, Nov. 23
No School - HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
 
Monday, November 26
No School - Professional Development for Staff
 
Tuesday, November 27
Homework Club, 3:20p
Unity Club, 3:20p
Wrestling @ Waunakee
 
Thursday, November 29
Homework Club, 3:20p
Boys Basketball @ Home, 4:15p
 
Friday, November 30
"A" Day
6th Grade - Last Day of Session 2

Safe School Ambassadors
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On November 6 and 7, forty-two students attended the Safe School Ambassador Training. This
program recognizes that students see and know things that adults don't and can take action in ways
adults can't. The students who attended the training learned about different types of peer
mistreatment, the costs of mistreatment, as well as actions they can take within their peer group to
prevent or stop mistreatment from happening. Different types of mistreatment include exclusion, put-
downs, intimidation, unwanted physical contact and acts against campus. Students spent two days
understanding the signi�cant impact they can have with their peers and practiced actions they
learned through skits. Thank you to the four Family Group Facilitators, who participated in the training
and will continue to meet with Safe School Ambassadors every three weeks. During these Family
Group Meetings, students will receive support, discuss problems they have encountered and practice
actions learned during the training. The Family Group Facilitators are Ms. Cornell, Mr. Riyeff, Ms.
Vinson and Ms. Thao.
 
Here area few quotes from students after participating in the training:
 
“The most useful thing I learned was how to help people be safe and to make my school safe.”
“I thought it was important to learn that it’s hard to hate someone when you know their story.”
“It was an amazing and powerful experience and I wish more people could have done it.”
“I learned how to notice, think, act and follow through to help my friends and my school stop
mistreatment.”
“I thought is was really important to get out of our comfort zone and learn how everyone is affected by
mistreatment.”
“I learned how to prevent mistreatment and how to help people get along.”

FUTUREQUEST
Eighth grade students have the opportunity to attend a career expo event on December 5th.
FutureQuest will enable students to have authentic experiences and interactive career cluster
exploration led by career professionals. They will also gain knowledge of personal characteristics,
interests, aptitudes, and skills needed in different career cluster areas and understand the relationship
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Community Night
River Bluff hosted our �rst community night on Friday, November 9.
Families participated in games and activities that involved literacy, math,
physical �tness, and crafts. They also enjoyed a delicious lasagna dinner
provided by Taher. This is a pilot program funded by an Innovation Grant
that is intended to build strong relationships between the school and
families. We are hoping to grow this program to include larger numbers
of families in the future. Thank you to all of the families and staff members who joined us!

between school performance and future career choices. Students will hear advice on training options
to obtain skills needed in various career cluster areas. Click here to watch a brief video on FutureQuest
2017.
 
This event will be held at the Alliant Energy Center in Madison. Students will leave River Bluff by bus
after lunch and return to River Bluff by 7th hour. There is no cost for your student to attend and
students received permission slips in school today. Please sign and return that form to either Ms.
Maag (Green Block students) or Ms. Cornell (Blue Block students), or complete the electronic
permission slip here by November 28th at 3:15 p.m. Either form is acceptable. If you have questions,
please contact the Counseling Department at 877-5511.

8th Grade Basketball Grades
The 8th grade boys' basketball coaches would like to thank their basketball players for taking pride
in their academics. Out of the total 288 classes the 32 players are currently in, only 2 had a failing
grade. Thanks for taking your academics seriously! 

Forensics First Meeting!
Lights, camera, action! Forensics is a unique twist between acting
and public speaking. First Meeting- Tuesday, November 27 at 3:25 in
room 22. If you cannot make the meeting see Mrs. Gerszewski.
Open to all interested 6th, 7th and 8th grade students that enjoy
speaking and performing. Students meet with their coach on their
own time, before or after school or advisory. There are three
Saturday meets throughout the season (December-February) and
students can choose to compete individually or in a group with
peers. Categories include: Play Acting, Solo Acting, Skits, Reader’s
Theater, Interpretive Reading, Prose Reading, Poetry, News Skits,
and more.

Fall Concert Volunteers Needed
We could use just a few people to help out at the upcoming RB choir concert on November 19th,
7:00pm at the Stoughton High School Performing Arts Center. Thank you. 
Please sign up at: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A44AAAF29A20-river2
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Snow, cold weather cancellation protocols
School district staff take decisions to delay, close, or dismiss school due
to inclement weather conditions very seriously. As with most decisions
that affect literally thousands of people, it will impact individuals
differently. You may be interested in knowing what goes into the
decision. 
 
The most important consideration in the decision is children's safety. Can
we safely transport children to and from school – and at what point in time is it the safest?
 
Many people and factors are involved. The process begins as early as 4:00 a.m. when Karen Johnson,
Stoughton Area School District Coordinator of Transportation, and myself confer about weather
conditions with information from national and local weather services. County and municipal road
crews are contacted to assess road conditions and the extent to which they will be safe to travel at the
time students are to be transported. A driver travels a rural route and is consulted for his/her input as
to the safety of travel on the road. If plows are able to have snow removed from the majority of bus
routes, and there is no concern for high winds or a rate of snowfall that would prohibit keeping the
roads clear, busses can operate safely. Few vehicles are safer than busses in winter driving conditions.
If it is determined we cannot safely transport children to school, or cannot safely transport children
home from school, then schools will be delayed, dismissed early, or closed. Our intention is that the
�nal decision to close or delay school will be made by 6:30 a.m. at the latest. The district will use its

Breakfast of Champions
Congratulations to those students honored during the November 12th Breakfast of Champions
recognition.
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Emergency Noti�cation system, as well as local news outlets, to spread the word about school
closings.
 
For cold weather, the main indicator is wind chill factor. If the wind chill factor generates a Wind Chill
Warning (-35 sustained wind chill) we will close for the day, or consider a delayed start if the warning
will be lifted in the mid-morning hours. We will consider closing schools with a Wind Chill Advisory at
negative 25 degrees.
 
A decision to dismiss school early depends on additional criteria. This decision requires that notice go
out to the public at approximately 11 a.m. in order to provide reasonable notice to parents. This is an
important matter in our community as the employment rate among our families is high and literally
hundreds of young children have no one at home in the afternoon to accommodate an early dismissal.
Their safety from early dismissal to the point at which parental supervision is available is considered.
In addition, we have excellent county and municipal road crews. Normal dismissal schedules allow
more time for them to do their work clearing all roads in our 100-square-mile district and improving
conditions for safe travel.
 
While district staff have the responsibility to alter the school day due to weather, no decision of ours
overrides your judgment as a parent. If parents have sincere concern for the safety of their child, they
can certainly keep their child home or pick them up from school early.
 
In the end, please rest assured that the ability to safely move our nearly 3,000 students to and from
school is the primary determinant for closing, delaying, or dismissing school early. That safety is
determined with input from many professionals who are committed to the safety of children – a
responsibility that is not taken lightly.
 
How can you help as a Parent and Community Member?

Please take a moment now to make sure we have the most up to date contact information for
you and caregivers who wish to receive school closing announcements through your In�nite
Campus Portal account
Talk with your family about emergency weather procedures in the rare event that schools are
closed early
With wintry weather approaching, remember to slow down and drive safely, especially in school
zones. Our custodial and maintenance crews work hard to remove snow from parking lots and
sidewalks as quickly as possible
Please help our students to remember to dress for the weather

 
Thank you for your cooperation and help. 
 
Tim Onsager
District Administrator
Stoughton Area School District

Chromebook Replacement Cords
If a student loses their Chromebook cord, they are responsible for purchasing and replacing the cord.
Replacement cords can be ordered here

Infinite Campus Portal

https://stoughtonwi.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/stoughton.jsp
https://pwr-plus.com/catalog/adapters/product/Dell/Laptop/Chromebook%2011/730-8301/D4-UL/


Is your Parent/Guardian In�nite Campus Portal account set up and active? Is your household
information accurate? Please take a moment to verify by going to
https://stoughtonwi.in�nitecampus.org/campus/portal/stoughton.jsp. This is a great tool to have to
review your child's student information (attendance, grades, schedules, etc) as well as for registration
and contact purposes. If you discover you do not have an account, cannot remember your login
information or other related questions, please contact the Stoughton Area School District In�nite
Campus Specialist, Heather Lucas at 608-877-5045 or heather.lucas@stoughton.k12.wi.us

RB Staff Shout Outs
If you would like to recognize a River Bluff Staff Member, please �ll
out the following form. Your recognition will be noted in our staff
bulletin. Thank you.
RB Staff Shout Out 

River Bluff Contact Information
Main O�ce/Attendance: 877-5500
Trish Gates, Principal: 877-5501 
Bob Johnson, Assistant Principal: 877-5503

Other Information
District Calendar link
Community Events link 
To sign up for the District e-Newsletter, which includes student features, reminders about
upcoming events, volunteer opportunities, videos, photos and more, Sign up with this link.
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